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Q: I'd like to start using topwater plugs frout and redfish. Any helpful hints?

A: Topwater plugs are great for bothutrand reds if you fish them right. That meaosanly the
right action, but also the right time of day. dEirdetermine that the plug you're using comesdos
‘matching the hatch'. For example, if trout aaéirgy all the glass minnows and letting the whaé bet
away; don't try a popping plug that chugs alongstindace. Use something that looks more likebtne
they're eating, such as a small silver jig or sme#per running minnow-style plug! On the othemd if the
fish are striking small to medium mullet on toptleé water, you're in ‘topwater territory'. | hayeod luck
with plugs that pop as well as those that don'téds and trout. | recommend Rapala Skitter Waiks
Mirrolure Top Dog Jr's for non-poppers and Chug 8agd High Roller Poppers for great popping actidn.
find that poppers work best in the very lowesttighd | fish non-poppers as the sun comes ovdndheon,
which is the trick to fishing topwater plug<set thereearly! Remember, it gets light about 30 minutes
before the sun comes up and that's when the fishhbst.

Q: What's the easiest way to keep livenspralive?

A: The ‘standard’ Big Bend method is tod¢he bait shop put them in a plastic bag. Reibiag in
your boat cooler on a piece of newspaper (Todaysntomorrow's fish wrapper!), which will keep tine
from coming into direct contact with the ice. Vhwall usually keep several hours and at worst| ba
‘fresh dead' and not soggy from dying in a livelwelDon't ask for your shrimp this way south loé t
Pasco/Pinellas county line, as they will call foe men in white coats to come get you!

Q: My fishing friends laugh when I tell thd want to learn to fly fish. Is there something-manly’
about fly-fishing?

A: Not at all. Many fishermen use bdth&nd conventional tackle, including the Bush b@leb,
Dubya and Dad), Stu Apte, Lefty Kreh and Andy MAlthough | don't particularly like that cute bametea
neckerchief he wears on OLN TV!). You'll learn lotisgreat fishing skills as you learn to fly fisych as
patience, the ability to visually spot fish in thater and a desire to hone your casting accuralty.skyou
will not fill the cooler while fly-fishing, but yowvill spend lots of money on rods, reels and line.  It's
fun and challenging and has been called one dbfgimts of Kings'. Just think about a 200-pourdpbn
on any rod you currently own and then think abbohia 5-ounce stick of carbon fiber—that's manly!

Q: How do successful fishermen seem to ydwimderstand just where the fish will be lurking?

A: Think like a fish! Take into consi@gion tidal flow and the nutrients (bait) the tig@ves.
Analyze currents and remember that fish would ratein wait in slower moving water (they almosvays
want moving water) than to have to swim hard tg star the bait. Structures allow ambushessh &re
predators and will look for the weaker fish in &daal to attack (Popper and chugger-style plugs liak
wounded baits on the surface). Pelagic fish38kanish mackerel and kingfish strike more ofterthen
perimeter of a school of baitfish and sometimesl lugrthe smaller fish. Trout and redfish likentde in
and near sand spots on the flats so they can easbush baits. Grouper love ledges and limedtofes in
deep rocks. Again, think like a fish.

Q: Why have all of this year's GOFC fishtngrnaments been cancelled due to bad weather?
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A: It's a weather conspiracy. Actuallg've just had an unlucky year. You wouldn't badibow

many phone calls are made the two days beforecamgament. Board members check many weather
sources, including NOAA, The Weather Channel andesmdependent sources, and there's lots of gr@gashin
of teeth and pulling of hair before we cancel aenév The bottom line is that we're interestegaar (and

our) safety and well-being and hopefully make igatrdecision in time that you can make alternda® for
cancelled tournament days. Let's hope for fagss&nd light winds in the future!
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