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Well, “Scallop Madness” is upon us! And, whateet&n | say but to remind everyone to act safaly an
responsibly and to watch out for those who worR@member that the rules relating to dive flagsged
last year and that boats are certainly going tohseked more thoroughly this year by the FWC thiaang
time during the year. It seems to me that thtkes big opportunity to be sure that everyonafety gear is
proper and aboard, as well as to check for cufigiming licenses. Remember that anyone over 1§ imave
a current saltwater license to harvest scallopslaaickids should always wear appropriate-sizethfion
vests while the boat is underway. Scallop repuaitee been varied at the time of this column's peadn,
so all I can do is advise that you contact a lotatina at the port you'll be using. So far, b8teinhatchee
(Sea Hag Marina) and Crystal River (Best WestersoRghave reported good catches. Also, betsure
mark your calendar for the GOFC Scallop Outing argést 9 th at Steinhatchee.

If you're not particularly interested in the scpllwarvest, or you've been once or twice already]lyo
probably want to go ‘fish fishing’. The combimatiof all the rain we've had in the Big Bend aredartd)
June and early July and the oppressive heat hastteir usual damage to some areas. The constant
howling of boat motors and splashing and hootingoaiflopers hasn't helped, either. | suggestythat
spend your hot summer fishing days with an eadst sin close-in bars, preferably on the rising {itlee first
couple of days following the July GOFC meeting loa 22 nd look very promising to me.). Fish with
topwater plugs and you'll likely find a solo galaout or a big Redfish. As the day warms up dedtide
rises to flood, fish covered bars and points witft plastics. This time of year you'll do lotsazsting, but
you need to cover lots of ground. This is algwemt time for those of you with little-used poliplgtforms
and pushpoles to get into the swing of things.e ptishpole is an essential tool for me when I'nnlage and
have another fisherman aboard. I'm able to mdit#ea stop when | need to cast or net a fisid arove
from spot to spot as quietly as is possible. mipyving as slowly as possible, as fish can not belyr you,
but feel the surge of water pushed by your boat.

Another option to avoid “Scallop Madness” is tofigshing some places that are not affected byhais¢
crazies. Inthe GOFC fishing area, | suggestgive either Yankeetown or Waccasassa a try. Algtua
either port will do, as | think the best fishingaaind in the areas between the two rivers. istbars and
points in Lows Bay and near Porpoise Point on igiag tide for great catches of oversized Redfish.
Remember, though, that Waccasassa means “It'Samaenew lower unit.” in the ancient Indian tongae
take it easy and keep a good lookout for submelogesiand rocks. You might also try anchoring and
chumming in the areas NW of the “Trout Stake'@29488'N 082 50.404'W) off of Porpoise Point aed s
what happens. It's always a good spot for sonamiSp Mackerel and an occasional Cobia (or Shark!
—yikes!).

Give some areas outside the GOFC fishing areadutigg August and early September. As scallofsng
limited to areas north of the Pasco/Hernando oa,might try fishing near Tarpon Springs in northe
Pinellas County. It's a bit of a drive, but theegreat county boat ramp with good access deep flats,
mangrove islands and Anclote Key. A trip to Tar@prings is a good fun destination for a famiiy,tas
well. There are evewhite sand beaches nearby and the old Sponge Exchange is worth seef, if you
get the chance, don't miss the huge food portibMraSouvlaki on Alt. US19—it's the best Greek daa
Florida.

Other easy trips from Gainesville are to the fighgnounds north of Sisters Creek Ramp at Jackdenvil
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which offer great surf action near Nassau Soundoac#iwater fishing in the feeder creeks of the Sawp
River. Team Lucky Dog recently spent a couple of days there and did we#pite some unpleasant weather.

It's definitely a great place to fish. You migthso consider the St. Augustine area, launchinleaVilano
Bridge public ramp or Matanzas/Crescent Beach,daing at Devil's Elbow Fish Camp. Either plackesf
great access to terrific backwater fishing or clwstishing near the beach for Kingfish, TarporRedfish,
which regularly attack the Pogie pods. Just lepgred for bigger-than-West Coast surf when yaouimaing
the passes or inlets over there.

Finally, my monthly thoughts on boating safetyenfember that when you're scalloping or just trymg
navigate around the scallopers, to be sure andtigera plenty of distance. Unless you've got bessnwith
another boat, particularly when their dive flaglygng, there's no need to run fast or close tartheThere's
enough water out there for everyone, so take it'eas
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